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2.  

 
 
 
Provisions in the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005 in regard to acceptance of liquid trade 
waste into the sewerage system 
 

Clause 25 Matters to accompany applications relating to discharge into sewers 

An application for approval to discharge trade waste into a sewer under the control of a Council or that 
connects with such a sewer must be accompanied by the information required by Table 1 to the Liquid 
Trade Waste Management Guidelines#. 

Clause 28 Approval to discharge waste into sewers: concurrence required 

A council must not grant an approval under section 68 of the Act to discharge trade waste (whether 
treated or not) into a sewer of the council unless the Director-General of the Department of Energy, 
Utilities and Sustainability* has concurred with the approval. 

Note: Section 90 (2) of the Act permits any person or authority whose concurrence is required before 
an approval can be granted to give the council notice that the concurrence may be assumed (with 
such qualifications or conditions as are specified in the notice). 

Clause 32 Disposal of trade waste 

(1) An approval to dispose of trade waste into a sewer of the council is subject to such conditions (if 
any) as the council specifies in the approval. 

(2) In imposing any such conditions, the council is to have regard to the matter set out in Table 5 to 
the Liquid Trade Waste Management Guidelines#. 

Clause 159 Prevention of waste and misuse of water 

The owner, occupier or manager of premises to which water is supplied by the council must: 

(a) prevent waste of water by taking prompt action to repair leaking taps, pipes or fittings located on 
the premises 

(b) take any other action that is reasonable to prevent waste and misuse of water. 

“Liquid Trade Waste Management Guidelines” means the Guidelines of that name produced by the 
Department of Energy, Utilities and Sustainability in March 2009, as in force from time to time. 

 

* From 23 April 2007 a reference to the Department of Energy, Utilities and Sustainability is to be 
construed as a reference to the Department of Industry water. 
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Liquid Trade Waste Classifications 

 

The Concurrence Classifications 

These Guidelines establish a process for the approval and management of liquid trade waste dischargers to 
the sewerage system. Classifications A, B, C and S have been established: 

 Concurrence Classification A – Automatic Assumed Concurrence 

 Concurrence Classification B – Assumed Concurrence Available 

 Concurrence Classification C – Concurrence Mandatory 

 Concurrence Classification S - Concurrence for acceptance of septic tank and pan waste 

Where a liquid trade waste discharge includes waste in more than one (1) classification, the highest 
classification applies. For example, if a business/industry generates three liquid trade waste streams and two 
of them fall within Concurrence Classification A and one falls within Concurrence Classification B, the 
application must be considered as Concurrence Classification B. 

Concurrence Classification A – automatic assumed concurrence 

Concurrence Classification A is for low risk trade waste with standard non-complex pre-treatment 
requirements. The applications from dischargers in this classification do not need to be provided to DWE for 
concurrence. 

Concurrence Classification A involves low risk liquid trade waste dischargers where: 

 the waste discharged is of a low volume and/or low strength 

 no pre-treatment is required, or there are prescribed standard non-complex pre-treatment devices 
available to treat the waste to a satisfactory level 

 the waste poses a low risk to the sewerage system, the environment and public or worker health and 
safety 

 standard conditions may be used for the approval 

 the trade waste volume is up to 5 kL/d or 1000 kL/a, except in the case of commercial retail food 
preparation activities, where up to 16 kL/d is allowed. 

 

However, where more than four (4) Concurrence Classification A discharges are being generated from one 
premises or complex, such as a shopping arcade, small shopping complex, educational facility or hospital, 
the discharges must be treated as Concurrence Classification B. This requirement does not include activities 
that the SMRCC may exempt from obtaining approval (refer to Table 1 on page 167 of Appendix D). 

Table 1 lists those activities that generate discharges classed as Concurrence Classification A. The Director-

General of Department of Industry Water/Lands and Water Division (DIW) has authorised SMRC to 

assume concurrence for approving applications for the discharge of liquid trade waste Concurrence 
Classification A,B&C to the sewerage systems. 

Trade waste applications do not have automatic assumed concurrence and DIW concurrence is required 
where an applicant proposes: 

 an alternative type of pre-treatment to that listed in the Liquid Trade Waste Regulation 
Guideline April 2009 

 nil pre-treatment where pre-treatment is required under the Liquid Trade Waste Regulation 
Guideline April 2009 

 pre-treatment equipment that is undersized* 

 to discharge some stormwater from an open or partially roofed area. 
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It is a condition of the authorisation for automatic assumed concurrence that SMRC must provide DIW with a 
list of the liquid trade waste dischargers it has approved as Concurrence Classification A.  

SMRC will be audited by DIW from time to time to ensure that they are complying with the above 
requirements for approving Concurrence Classification A,B&C liquid trade waste dischargers. 

 

 

Concurrence Classification B – assumed concurrence available 

Concurrence Classification B comprises those liquid trade waste dischargers where Council assume & 
concurrence. DIW grants assumed concurrence if the SMRC meets the requirements of the Liquid Trade 
Waste Regulation Guideline April 2009. 

An SMRC officer with significant experience in liquid trade waste regulation can competently manage the 
approval requirements for activities in this classification. These activities are of medium risk. 

Classification B dischargers are defined as: 

all commercial retail activities as listed in Table 2 

 any classification A activity (as listed in Tables 1) that exceeds the Classification A flow limit of 5 kL/d 
or 16 kL/d for specified liquid trade waste activities 

 any Classification A activity that comprises more than four (4) Concurrence Classification A 
discharges from a single premises or a complex. This requirement does not include activities shown 
on the exemption list. 

 the volume of waste discharged does not exceed 20 kL/d 

 meet the guideline limits for acceptance detailed in the SMRC’s guideline acceptance limits detailed 

in its Liquid Trade Waste Policy. 

 

Council will be audited by DIW from time to time to ensure that they are complying with the requirements for 
approving Concurrence Classification B liquid trade waste discharges. 

Concurrence Classification C – concurrence mandatory 

Concurrence Classification C comprises high risk and large liquid trade waste dischargers where 
concurrence must be sought by the SMRC from the Director-General of DIW. These comprise: 

 any activity which is in Classification A, Classification B or Classification S that exceeds a 
discharge volume of 20 kL/d, and 

 any activity not nominated in the above Classifications. 

Concurrence Classification S – concurrence for acceptance of septic tank and pan 
waste 

Concurrence Classification S comprises pan contents, septic tank pump-outs, chemical toilet waste and 
ship-to-shore pump-outs accepted into the sewerage system. While these are trade wastes, specific 
procedures need to be applied to their regulation as the waste is often transported or pumped-out from its 
source. For this reason, these wastes have a separate classification for approval purposes. The waste is 
now defined as trade waste and the concurrence of the Director-General, DIW is required in accordance with 
section 90 (1) of the Local Government Act and Clause 28 of the Regulation. 

Council may apply to the Director-General, DWE for authorisation to assume concurrence. DWE may 
grant assumed concurrence to the SMRC for the acceptance of wastes in this classification if the SMRC 
meets the requirements in Chapter 7 of the Liquid Trade Waste Regulation Guideline April 2009 

DIW Concurrence is required before acceptance of waste in this classification if: 

 the SMRC has not been granted assumed concurrence for this classification 

 the proposed waste is not nominated in the DWE Notice of Assumed Concurrence. 
Council will be audited by DIW from time to time to ensure they are complying with the requirements for 
accepting Classification S wastes. 
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When is DWE concurrence required? 

Council must seek DIW concurrence for the following approvals: 

 where an activity is listed under Classification A or B but the proposal does not satisfy criteria 
for the classification relevant to the proposal.  

 all approvals in Classification B if the SMRC has not been authorised to assume concurrence for 
this classification approval has been given. 

 all approvals in Classification S, if the SMRC has not been authorised to assume concurrence for 
this classification or the waste is not nominated in the Notice of Assumed Concurrence issued to the 
SMRC. 

Table 1 – Classification A Activities 

 

Animal Wash Hotel 

Bakery Ice Cream Parlour 

Beautician Jewellery Shop – miniplater, Precious stone cutting, 
Ultrasonic Washing 

Bistro Juice Bar 

Boarding House/ Hostel kitchen Laboratory –Pathology/Analytical 

Boiler Blowdown Laundry/Laundry 

Butcher Lawnmower Repair 

Café/Coffee Shop Mechanical Workshop 

Cafeteria Mixed Business 

Canteen Mobile Carpet Cleaning 

Car Detailing Mobile Garbage bin washing 

Chicken/Poultry Shop - retail BBQ/charcoal chicken Motel 

Club Nightclub 

Comfort Cooling Tower flow rate <500l/hr Nursing Home Kitchen 

Commercial Kitchen/Caterer Nut Shop 

Community Hall Optical Service 

Crafts - ceramic, pottery, jewelry, gem stores etc  - 
<5000L/d 

Patisserie, Croissants and Muffins 

Day Care Centre Pet Shop 

Delicatessen Photographic – Tray Work/Manual Development. Waterless 
Minilab 

Dental Surgery  Pie Shop 

Dental Technician Pizza Shop - Pizzeria 

Doctor's Surgery/Medical Centre Plants (retail) 

Doughnut Shop Potato Peeling Machine 

Fast Food Outlet (KFC, McD's Red Rooster etc.) Restaurant 

Fish Shop - Fresh fish retail Sandwich Shop/Salad Bar 

Florist School - Home Science, Photographic, Science Laboratory 

Food Caravan Stone Working 

Fruit & Vegetable Dock Supermarket - BBQ Chickens, Butcher/Deli/Seafood 

Fruit & Vegetable Shop Swimming Pool/Spa/Hydrotherapy unit <5kL 

Function Centre Take Away Food 

Funeral Parlor Vehicle Washing 

Garbage Bin Area Venetian blind cleaning 

Hairdresser Veterinary Practice/Kennels 
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Table 2 – Classification B Activities 

 

4+ Category A Activities Medical centre (with X-Ray)  

Automatic dismantler  Optical services at medical or educational facilities and 
workshops  

Bus/Coach depot  Oyster processing – shucking  
Comfort Cooling Towers over 500 L/h (non-industrial)  Panel beating  
Construction equipment maintenance and cleaning  Photographic – Water wash minilab, graphic arts, X-Ray 
Education Facilities Radiator repair  
Equipment hire, maintenance and cleaning  Screen printing  
Glass cutting and grinding  Service station covered forecourt  
Hospital  Shopping complex  
Laboratory – Autopsy, Dental, Photographic, Tertiary 
Institution 

 

 

Vehicle washing – high volume 

 

Table 3 – Classification S Activities 

 

Caravan Park Mobile Home Septage 
Portable Chemical Toilet Septic Tank Effluent 
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Liquid Trade Waste Application Guide 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1. What is Liquid Trade Waste? 

Liquid trade waste is defined in the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 as below: 

Liquid trade waste means all liquid waste other than sewage of a domestic nature.  

Liquid trade waste discharges to the sewerage system include liquid wastes from: 

 business/commercial premises (eg. beautician, florist, hairdresser, hotel, motel, restaurant, butcher, 
service station, supermarket, dentist) 

 community/public premises (including craft club, school, college, university, hospital and nursing 
home) 

 industrial premises 

 trade activities (eg. mobile carpet cleaner) 

 any commercial activities carried out at a residential premises 

 saleyards, racecourses and from stables and kennels that are not associated with domestic 
households 

 septic tank waste, chemical toilet waste, waste from marine pump-out facilities and established sites 
for the discharge of pan content from mobile homes/caravans to the sewerage system.  

While septic tank, pan and ship-to-shore pump-out waste are defined as trade waste, specific procedures 
need to be applied to their management as the waste is often transported from its source to the sewerage 
system. Accordingly, specific references to these wastes are provided in this policy where necessary. 

Liquid trade waste excludes:  

 toilet, hand wash basin*, shower and bath wastes derived from all the premises and activities 
mentioned above 

 wastewater from residential toilets, kitchens, bathrooms or laundries (ie. domestic sewage) 

 common use (non-residential) kitchen and laundry facilities in a caravan park 

 residential swimming pool backwash.  

* Used for personal hygiene only 

2. Who is required to apply Liquid Trade Waste Approval? 

Any business whose operations produce liquid trade waste are required to gain approval before discharging 
the waste into Council’s sewer system. 

4. How do I make an application for Liquid Trade Waste Approval? 

To apply for Liquid trade waste approval  , you need to follow these steps:  

1. Arrange for a pre-lodgement meeting with Council’s Liquid trade Waste Officer- this is required prior to 
submitting an application to advise which type of application will best suited to your business 

2. Complete and lodge a Liquid Trade Waste Application form, for the Classification as advice by the liquid trade 
waste officer, along with the required application fee. 

If you need help or advice, please ring Council’s Liquid Trade Waste Officer on (02) 6451 1199 or come in to 
the Council Office. 
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6. Required Information  

You should use the Required Information Checklist to determine the type and number of plans and 
supporting documentation to be submitted with your application. The checklist is attached to each application 
form.  

It is essential that you take the time to read the Required Information Checklist and complete the 
requirements listed in them fully. This will eliminate the possibility of your application being rejected, and will 
also reduce potential delays in processing your application.  

The following is a general guide to the types of plans you will need to prepare for three (3) types of 
applications.   

 

7. Lodging you application 

We prefer that you lodge your application personally at one of Council’s Offices at Cooma, Berridale, 
Jindabyne or Bombala. This is because we can check to see that you have completed the form and 
appropriate required information package and have all the necessary information.  

You need to:  

 include all the required plans and supporting documents;  

 obtain the landowners consent and sign the application Form in the required section 

Fees  

Fees are Annualized and for further information please refer to Council’s Schedule of Fees and Charges.  

PLEASE CHECK THAT YOUR APPLICATION INCLUDES ALL THE INFORMATION REQUIRED IN THE 
RELEVANT REQUIRED INFORMATION CHECKLIST FOR THE APPLICATION UNDER SECTION 68 TO 
DISCHARGE LIQUID TRADE WASTE TO THE SEWERS.  

FAILURE TO DO SO WILL RESULT IN YOUR APPLICATION NOT BEING ACCEPTED BY COUNCIL, 
THEREBY RESULTING IN EXTENSIVE DELAYS IN OBTAINING APPROVAL CONSENT FOR YOUR 
PROPOSAL.  

8. What happens after you lodge a application? 

1. Acknowledgment  

You will receive the registered application number to acknowledge that we have received your application.  

2. If we need more information  

We may need more information about your application. If we do, we will request this by telephone, fax or by 
mail as soon as possible after receiving your application. Failure to submit the requested information will result 
in your application being determined with the information at hand, and may result in refusal of the application, 
or at worst your application will be returned to you for re-submission with all the required information.  

3. Making enquiries  

If you would like to find out how your application is progressing, you can telephone us for details on (02) 6451 
1199. It is suggested that you wait at least 10 days from lodgment of your application before contacting 
Council regarding its status.  

4. If there is a delay  

Some applications are required to be referred to other technical officers within Council (e.g. Development 
Engineers) and some circumstances external agencies before we can determine them. This process may 
cause delays that are beyond our direct control.  

5. Determining your application  

After your application has been assessed by one of our officers, it will be determined by either a staff member 
under delegated authority or by the Council.  

6. Notice of Determination  

After your application has been determined, you will receive a Notice of Determination. The Notice will tell you 
whether we have approved or refused your application. If your application is approved, the notice will list all 
conditions of consent and reasons for those conditions. 
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